AFPA unveils unique internet survey
Forest values survey offered online
By KARRIE EMMS 
The Alberta Forest Products Association (AFPA) is taking a closer look at what Albertans value when it comes to forestry in their province through a new online Forest Usage Survey. 

Created by Cambridge Strategies, the survey looks at 9 different forest elements, including social and environmental concerns, using discreet choice modeling. The survey is intended to gauge the values placed on each area by the population, since the member companies of the AFPA have operated within Alberta for more than 50 years they want to know and understand how people value their own environment according to Parker Hogan, Director of Public Affairs AFPA. 
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People taking the survey are given a choice between five attributes for each question which can include anything from economical to environmental implications. In each they must choose an answer, and chances, are there will be something the person doesn’t like but they must pick one option they view as the best option for them. 

“The survey taker is presented with tradeoffs… providing a realistic view of the tradeoffs that have to happen in the real world,” says Hogan. 

The AFPA usually polls Albertans via telephone once a year but this year they chose an Internet based survey to gather more in-depth insights into what people value. 

According to Hogan when people are asked to rank what is important to them the environment usually ranks within the top five choices but when asked to further explain their choice they often give answers like clean air and water. If you next asked the person what they are doing to make sure this happens, the answer is usually nothing, says Hogan. 

Hogan hopes that this survey will find out what people truly value. From there the AFPA will be able to rate themselves against those values. The survey results will be given to AFPA member companies. 

“We’re not going to tell our member companies what to do, but we are going to give them the information and say, ‘Why don’t you look at what you are doing and how it relates to this?’ what we may find is that we’re doing all of those things but we are not talking about them or we’re talking about them but only about the bottom three not the top three of public values” says Hogan. 

Hogan admits some people find this survey difficult. Some people do not finish it and the AFPA expects that. Others have questioned the method because it forces them to make a tough choice in order for the survey to advance to the next question. 

The AFPA is not only asking interested Albertans their opinions but also people around the world to gather tangible evidence of the concerns they have when it comes to the strategies used on forested land. The AFPA plans to share the information gathered with organizations outside of Alberta to help increase public knowledge, awareness and education. 

The hope of the AFPA, says Hogan, is that people will see the association is very upfront about their work and their methods more so than they are given credit for. 

People interested in completing the survey can find it at 

www.yourforest.org. 

