GPS systems allow accurate tracking of log truck use
Technology available to address off-road gas usage
By KARRIE EMMS 
In July, The Working Forest newspaper interviewed 35 logging businesses to ask how the government could increase competitiveness. There were two overwhelming points, fuel tax and red tape, that the government needed to address. 

“One business stated that the easiest and best thing would be for the government to refund the off-road fuel tax, “stated publisher Judy Skidmore, “because farming had that fuel tax advantage and it was easy and immediate.” 

Not one logging company interviewed requested money for loans, she added. 

Bill Daker, of Neenah Paper in Longlac, Ontario believes a fuel tax rebate for the forestry industry is coming, so he is already analyzing hard data from his trucks using new GPS equipment. He wants to see how much on-highway use there is as compared to off-road use, calculate the average fuel consumption and calculate the total number of kilometers in case the industry lobby efforts do convince the government to offer a fuel credit. 
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According to Dakar having the raw data available without the possibility of human error would be a crucial tool in the efforts. 

A tax rebate on non-coloured fuel would allow the forestry industry to see lower freight costs because they only use the highways such a low percentage of the time. This, according to Daker, would help logging companies overcome some of the financial issues they face. 

“Our plan right now is to track the exact mileage of off-road and on highway-use to be able to justify the percentage of taxes which we currently pay,” said Steven Lambert, Longlac Logging. 

According to Lambert, he currently pays approximately 30 cents more for white fuel. Colored fuel delivered to the bush site runs at about 68 cents while white fuel is over a dollar and while colored fuel can only be used off-highway, Lambert says it is unusual for their trucks to spend any more than 20 percent of their time actually on the highway. 

“We have been completely off-road for the last month and we are still running taxed fuel because we are licensed for white fuel. We can’t unlicense for a month because if a trip came up we wouldn’t be able to do the run. Which is why we are using the GPS tracking system,” said Lambert. 

With the GPS system companies would have the data they need for a rebate on white fuel and would not have to register for colored fuel, according to Lambert. 

The system designed by GEOTAB works in a similar manner to systems preloaded into personal vehicles with some additions. Vehicles operate and are tracked within predefined zones with no human intervention. The total mileage is then downloaded via a radio connection and printed for records, according to Jim Pare, GEOTAB representative with KBM in Thunder Bay. 

“If the government says yes we are going to give you a tax rebate on fuel, with this system there is less computing and less room for error. We know exactly how long we idle, how long we wait in mill yards and we know exactly how much downtime we have,” said Lambert who has been using the system for almost a year. 

The forestry industry, according to Pare, has a good case for a tax rebate but the industry needs to do more lobbying to bring it into being. According to Pare more people need to be made aware of this issue. 

“This system clearly identifies the kilometers driven in a selectable area for example a bush road area. You then pull details for specific trucks such as kilometers driven in that area over a specific time and it clearly identifies the mileage,” said Pare. 

The GEOTAB system has other benefits such as accurate accident reconstruction, idle time monitoring, speed zone monitoring and GPS tracking that allows you to recount the exact trip the vehicle has taken within a specified period of time. 

“As part of your gas tax you are paying for road building but why [are you paying] when you built the road,” said Pare. 

The Ontario Forest Industries Association is continuing to lobby the government on behalf of the industry. 

